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Chamber News Updates

It's March and spring has officially arrived. Hooray! | am sure everyone is
ready to say goodbye to winter and welcome warmer weather and visitors
to Lake Gaston. The Chamber has been busy all winter with projects that
we hope will help grow our area and bring some positive economic results.
During January, we hosted a two day session aimed at creating a regional
tourism plan. The Board of Directors and | reviewed and consolidated all
the information and sent it back Sandra Tanner, who is putting everything
together to create our draft plan. Once that step is complete, we will
schedule a meeting with the group that attended the sessions and move
forward to finalize a plan that will enable us to work together to bring visi-
tors and tourism dollars to the lake area and create new amenities for our
residents.

Last year the Lake Gaston Chamber of Commerce established an affiliate
non-profit organization to better assist the chamber and the community.
Plans are now in the making to apply for funds for our new building and an
economic impact study of the Lake Gaston area. We will also be able to
receive tax deductable donations and apply for grants from private founda-
tions. In fact, within a week of receiving our official determination letter the
Foundation applied for and received a grant from O’Sail to design and
print Lake Gaston brochures. These brochures will be in full color and
include Lake attractions, events, pictures and more. They will replace the
old blue brochure, which is not in color and has limited information.

Welcome to our newest Chamber members who joined in February: Hale
Plumbing, Southside Parts Company (NAPA), Southern Comfort Heating
and Cooling, and the Lake Gaston Ladies Club. Chamber members who
refer a new member get a chance to win a free membership at a drawing
to be held at the Annual Banquet in November. Chamber membership is
one of the best ways to advertise and promote your business and to con-
tribute to the community. Just a few of the things we do... The Chamber
supports local community events such as the Fourth of July fireworks and
provides two scholarships to high school students every year. We publish
a membership directory, send free email specials for our members, hold
monthly member lunches and update information in the Kiosk. For more
information check out our website at www.lakegastonchamber.com.

Watch for more information about events coming up this year, including
the Battle of the Barbecue, the Chamber golf Tournament, The Crossing,
and our newest Lake area event - Adam Fields’ Big Air Water Sports Fair
to be held June 18-19 at Morningstar Marina.

Sherwood Creedle with one of three books of
IRS tax changes for 2011 and 2012!

The Lake Gaston Chamber of Commerce & Visitor's
Center is committed to promoting and advancing the in-

dustrial, commercial, civic, and general business inter-
ests on Lake Gaston and its surrounding States, Coun-
ties and Municipalities for the benefit of our members and
our community.

MEMBER LUNCH

Our March member lunch at the Ebony Fire De-
partment featured speaker Sherwood Creedle
from Creedle, Jones & Alga in South Hill. He dis-
cussed many of the new tax changes that will af-
fect businesses this year and next..

He showed us a large notebook listing the
changes, which was the smallest of the three put
out by the IRS! Things are getting complicated!!!!

Our next member lunch will be Tuesday, April 26
at noon at Watersview Restaurant. Jim Thornton
from Dominion Generation will be our guest
speaker. He will be discussing the updated shore
management plan for Lake Gaston.

Please plan to attend and RSVP to the Chamber
at 252-586-5711 or Igcc@earthlink.net.
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UPCOMING CHAMBER EVENTS—Save the Dates!

April 20—Business After Hours at Shipley Builders
April 26—Member lunch at noon.

UPCOMING MEMBER EVENTS

Lakeland Theatre: The Miracle Worker — April 1,2, 7,
8,9, 10. You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown—May 6, 7,
13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22. For tickets or information call
252-586-3124 or 877-330-0574.

Adam Fields Wakeboard School: Big Air Watersports
Fair— June 18-19 at Morningstar Marina. Business F  air
June 18, 19 from 10:00-5:00. Water sports show Sun -
day, June 19 1:30-5:00.

Brent Lubbock from Sylvan Heights Waterfowl Parkla

a five day old baby.

Business After Hours at Riverside Mill

Riverside Mill hosted a wonderful Business After Hours on Tuesday, March 29. The food and drink were great (all provided
by Riverside Mill), and Sylvan Heights Waterfowl Park brought three adorable babies for us to see and touch. Over 75
chamber members and guests enjoyed an opportunity to check out all the wonderful deals, view the largest art gallery in the
area, and network with other chamber members. Of course the ladies all gravitated first to the QVC outlet, but many took
time to visit the antiques, the art work and the bookstore. For those of you who were unable to attend, you need to put this
on your list of must sees.

We want to thank Riverside Mill for hosting and catering this event and Sylvan Heights for bringing their baby birds. Thank
you to our sponsors: Our Platinum Sponsor—LakeGaston.com; Our Gold Sponso rs— Citizens Community Bank, Lake
Gaston Pit Stop, South Shore Realty; Our Sponsors—Remax on the Lake, Roanoke Rapids Savings Bank,SSB,

Price’s Refrigeration & Heating Service, Inc., Roanoke Porta-Johns, Lynn Fugitt@Maddrey Insurance, Wilkie Real Estate.
We also had some fantastic door prizes donated by Halifax EMC, Hampton Inn, WEZU and Roanoke Rapids Savings Bank.
And thank you to our members who came and supported this event.

For more information on Riverside Mill check out their website at www.riversidemill.net or call them at 252-536-3100.
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St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church/

Knights of Columbus #9309 is a charity to the
Lake Gaston area residents. They support the

John 3:16 Center, the Boys and Girls Club of
Empora, Crippled Children, widows, Special
Olympics and much more.

For information contact Jay Warfel at jaywar-

fel@aol.com or call 434-636-4029 or 434-636-

6277.

The mission of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxil-
iary is to contribute to the safety and secu-
rity of our citizens, ports, waterways and
coastal regions. We balance our missions
of Recreational Boating Safety with Mari-
time Homeland Security and other chal-
lenges that emerge as a result of our grow-
ing understanding of changes required in
the post 9/11 era.

For more information contact Jane Teasley
at 434-636-3729 or email janek@buggs.net.

Membership Directory
DUES ARE DUE!

We are finalizing our membership roster for the upcoming
2011 Directory. If you have not paid your dues, please make
sure to do so by April 15 in order to be included in the direc-
tory. This year we plan to add a little more about ongoing
and completed chamber projects such as tourism, the new
building, membership benefits and general Lake Gaston in-
formation.

Directory ads are now on sale—same prices as last year:
These ads will be placed as close to your membership listing
as possible with the exception of the Business Card Ads,
which will be on a separate page. Please feel free to give
us a call if you have any questions. There will be a limited
number of ads sold — just enough to pay for the printing of
the directory.

2011 Board of Directors

Brady Martin, President

Becky Newton, Treasurer
Michael Adcock
Steve High
Ann Charles Horne
Doug Hughes
Dick Roadcap
Suzanne Pearce
Dora Smith
Mickey Smith

Crystal Cantrell, Past President
Marcia Kerr, Vice President
Mary Lou Kellogg, Secretary

Almira Papierniak - Executive Directqr

Bold Listing $25.00
Business Card $35.00
Y4 page $95.00
Y page $175.00
Full page $325.00
Inside back cover $400.00
Back Cover (color) Sold
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