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      The Lake Gaston Chamber of Commerce & Visitor’s Center 
is committed to promoting and advancing the industrial, com-
mercial, civic, and general business  interests on Lake Gaston 
and its surrounding  States, Counties and Municipalities for the 
benefit of our  members and our community. 

Chamber News 
 

RCS Construction was the host for a great Business After Hours on June 17.  
As usual, we had a great attendance.  Everyone enjoyed the opportunity to 
listen to music from David Moore of Electrical Modifications, try out the mar-
garitas and the barbecue, and network with fellow members.   We had some 
fantastic door prizes donated by RCS Construction, Lakeland Theatre, Gail 
Smith Originals, Electric Modifications, Lake Gaston Awning, Rosemont 
Vineyards and more….  Thank you to Mike and Dora Smith and everyone 
else for making this possible.  Our sponsors were:  Platinum—
LakeGaston.com & RCS Construction, Gold—CCB, Lake Gaston Pit Stop 
and South Shore Realty, and Sponsors– Century 21 Clary & Associates and 
RE/MAX On the Lake.  The next Business After Hours will be Thursday, Au-
gust 26 at Lakeland Theatre—mark you calendars now for this one! 
 
On Saturday, June 26 new member Wag’n Tails on the Lake held an Open 
House and ribbon cutting to give everyone a chance to get to know them and 
what they offer for the area.   If you were unable to attend, be sure and stop 
by and check out their doggie boutique and some outstanding pet services. 
 
The Building Committee has been working hard this year to prepare for con-
struction of our new building.  In order to be able to leverage a greater num-
ber of grants and contributions, we have set up a 501 (c) 3 affiliate organiza-
tion.  We are now in the final stages of establishing the “Lake Gaston Foun-
dation” and are just waiting for our tax exempt number from the IRS.  Once 
the building is complete, the Lake Gaston Foundation will continue to be a 
valuable asset to the Chamber for many of our future projects. 
 
The Chamber has also undertaken a project that should benefit businesses 
and government agencies in all of our five counties and enable us to more 
effectively promote tourism and economic growth for the entire region.   
PRO, a consulting and grant writing company, will be doing some preliminary 
work and then writing for a grant for us to conduct an economic impact study 
of the Lake Gaston region.  The last study of this type was done in 1998 by 
the Weed Control Council and provided valuable information that was widely 
used for many years.   We will keep you posted on our progress, but the 
Warren County EDC has already committed $500 to help us pay for this ini-
tial phase. 
 
We are also forging ahead with Tourism plans, and we have received some 
very valuable advice and offers from Virginia Tourism.  Sandra Tanner, who 
is our regional representative, has offered to do a Tourism Assessment Plan-
ning session for us on the Lake region. 

RCS Business After Hours 

Wag’n Tails on the Lake 

This will be scheduled for two days some-
time in January or February 2011.  Upon 
completion we will have a Tourism Assess-
ment plan, an inventory of current/existing 
product and potential, a SWOT analysis of 
tourism in the region, a list of potential cus-
tomers and targets to market, a Tourism 
Infrastructure Assessment and Gap analy-
sis of potential business development, and 
goals and objectives to maximize tourism 
potential.  This is a free service offered by 
Virginia Tourism. 



UPCOMING  CHAMBER EVENTS—Save the Dates! 
     
 July 27—Member Lunch—Location TBA 
 August 11—Chamber Golf Tournament at the Gasburg Golf Course! 
 August 14—The Crossing, co-sponsored by O’Sail and the Chamber 
 August 26—Chamber night at Lakeland Theatre—The Fabulous Fifties Review  
  
   

UPCOMING MEMBER EVENTS 
   
O’Sail & South Shore Realty—Patriotic “Pop” con-
cert.  Eaton’s Crossing boathouse.  July 3—5:00 
pm. 

Island Ices on the bridge– July 3, 5-9:30 pm. 

Lakeland Theatre:   Music Man Jr..  July 16, 17, 18 , 
23, 24.  For tickets or information call 252-586-31 24 
or 877-330-0574. 

Meherrin Regional Library Summer Reading Pro-
gram:  July 1, 8, 15,16, 29, August 5,12, 20. Call 434-
848-2418 X25 or 434-634-2539. 
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MEMBER LUNCHES 
 
Our June lunch on Tuesday, June 22 featured Jim 
Philips from Citizens Banks and Trust, who made a 
very interesting and informative presentation to 
Chamber members. 
 
Lunch was served by Catering 2 U—a fabulous meal 
of chicken cordon bleu, spaghetti & sauce, broccoli 
salad and cake.     
 
The speaker for July 27 is Noel Stallard, exercise 
physiologist from Community Memorial Healthcenter.  
Our August speaker is Shannon Smiley from John 
3:16, September will be Dave Mokry from The Club, 
and October is Sandra Tanner from Virginia Tourism. 
 
Please plan to join us for an interesting and informa-
tive meeting every month.  Don’t forget to RSVP to 
the Chamber so we can plan on how many to serve.   
Call 252-586-5711 or email lgcc@earthlink.net.  The 
cost if $10 per person.  
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Wag’n Tails on the Lake is a pet day care center and also 
offers services such as pet retail, self-wash, grooming, 
boarding and a boutique.  They are located at 9412 River 
Road in Henrico, NC.  For more information contact owner 
Inge Tracy at 252-308-0608 or email her at 
ncsumrbreeze@yahoo.com. 

Representative John May is a member of 
the North Carolina General Assembly.  He 
was appointed on 4/21/2010 and serves the 
counties of Franklin, Halifax and Nash.  For 
more information you may contact him at his 
office at 536 Legislative Office Building in 
Raleigh, call 919-733-5860 or email 
John.May@ncleg.net. 

The Hilton Garden Inn is a 147 room Focused service ho-
tel featuring the Great American Grill, Pabilion Lounge 
open to the public and several great guest amenities in-
cluding the only 24 hour indoor heated pool in the Roa-
noke Valley.  For more information visit their website at 
www.roanokerapids.hgi.com.  You may also contact John 
Carpenter at 252-519-2333 or 252-541-9001 or email him 
at john.carpenter2@hilton.com. 
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2010 Board of Directors  
 

Brady Martin, President 
Crystal Cantrell, Past President 
Rodney Elmore, Past President 

Dan Preston, Vice President 
Della Batts, Secretary 

Becky Newton, Treasurer 
Steve High 

Ann Charles Horne 
Doug Hughes 

Mary Lou Kellogg 
Marcia Kerr 

Dick Roadcap 
Dora Smith 

 

Almira Papierniak - Executive Director 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
HOURS OF OPERATION  

 

Open Tuesday through Saturday  from 
10:00 until 4:00. 

 
CLOSED SUNDAY AND MONDAY 
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