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      The Lake Gaston Chamber of 
Commerce & Visitor’s Center is committed to promoting 
and advancing the industrial, commercial, civic, and general 
business  interests on Lake Gaston and its surrounding  
States, Counties and Municipalities for the benefit of our  
members and our community. 

Chamber News 
 
Our last Chamber event of 2010 was a Business After Hours at 
Rosemont Winery on Thursday, December 9.  Over 100 members 
and guests enjoyed food, Rosemont wines, great door prizes, beauti-
ful decorations, a fire in the fireplace, and just a wonderful evening.  
Despite the cold, there was warmth and great networking opportuni-
ties.  We welcomed several new members—Key Fitness, Clements 
Moore Photography, State Farm Chris Canady Agency and Orinoca, 
LLC, who were all able to attend the event.   
 
We want to thank Rosemont Winery, who hosted and provided the 
wine, David Rose, who catered the event, and all of our sponsors 
and door prize donors.  Our sponsors for this event were:  Platinum 
Sponsors: LAKEGASTON.COM and RCS CONSTRUCTION, Gold  
Sponsors: CCB, Lake Gaston Pit Stop, and South Shor e Realty, 
and Sponsors: Dix’s Landscaping, Fleshood Chiropractic, Mary 
Sherwood Lake Living, RE/MAX On the Lake, and United Country 
Southern Gateway.  Door prizes were donated by:  Lake Gaston 
Awning, Lakeland Theatre, Dix’s Landscaping, BIT, First Media Ra-
dio, Key Fitness, GWWC, United Country Southern Gateway, Halifax 
Regional Medical Center, Citizens Bank and Trust and Rosemont 
Winery.  We had some happy winners! 
 
Congratulations to Lake Gaston Awning, who won the drawing for a 
free membership for 2011.  We put a card in the hat for each time a 
member referred a new business to the Chamber this past year.  
Brady Martin from Halifax EMC had three cards!  Lyn Homewood 
from Doncaster is already in for next year’s drawing!!!!  That’s 
right—we’re doing this again for next year, so refer away and get 
as many chances as possible for a 2012 free membership for your 
business. 
 
The website is up!!!!  We have finally updated the membership listing 
on the Chamber website.  Please check it out—lots of new catego-
ries and an alphabetical listing as well.  Go to http://
www.lakegastonchamber.com/search/membershipdirectory_2.aspx.  We 
are also now on Facebook and looking to add more social network-
ing to connect us with as many  people as possible.  Just click on 
this link and hit “Like” to help us get more viewers to the Chamber.   
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Lake-Gaston-Chamber-of-
Commerce-Visitors-Center-Inc/178086742207958 

Bev & Doug Hughes—check out the Fu Manchu moustache 

Chandra Rose & Al Hartley serving the wine 

Elizabeth Crawley, Sam Homewood, Lyn Homewood  
and Katherine Canady 



UPCOMING  CHAMBER EVENTS—Save the Dates! 
     
    January 20 —Tourism Assessment Session at Lake G aston Resort/The Club 
    January 27—Second Tourism Assessment Session at Lake Gaston Resort/The Club 
    January 25—Member lunch with speakers from new m ember Key Fitness   

UPCOMING MEMBER EVENTS 
   
Lakeland Theatre:   January 8—Comedy night.  January  
14, 15, 16—Ambassadors Showcase.  For tickets or in for-
mation call 252-586-3124 or 877-330-0574. 

Meherrin River Arts Council:    BOYZ II MEN—January 22.  
For tickets or information call 434-634-6001 or vis it 
www.mrac-arts.com.  

OSail:  Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner.  January 20.  
Tickets available at Mary Sherwood and after Januar y 1 
at the Chamber office. 
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Note from our Ambassador Chair to the Ambassadors 
 
All, 
Just wanted to send a note to say thanks for being a part of 
the Lake Gaston Chamber Ambassador program this year, 
and to announce this year’s Ambassador of the Year and 
runner up. Congratulations once again to Mary Lou Kel-
logg for earning the most points, and to Suzanne 
Pearce as runner up .  The award for Ambassador of the 
year is FREE Chamber membership & website/email links 
for 2011, and runner up receives FREE website/email links 
for 2011. 
 
I will be stepping down as committee chair for 2011, but will 
leave you in good hands – Mary Lou Kellogg will be the Am-
bassador Committee Chair next year, and I am going to be 
one of her ambassadors!  Hopefully you will join me and 
stay on as an ambassador for 2011, which I’m sure Mary 
Lou would appreciate. If you have friends or colleagues that 
may be interested in supporting the chamber and becoming 
an ambassador please have them contact Mary Lou at 
mkellogg@cmh-sh.org . 
 
It’s been a pleasure working with all of you.  Happy Holidays 
and hope you have a safe and prosperous New Year! 
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Tourism Assessment Session Updates 
 

We have scheduled our two day Assessment Sessions 
at the Lake Gaston Resort on January 20 and 27 of 
2011.  I am working on an invitation list, but plea se 
email or call the Chamber if you want to be include d.  
(lgcc@earthlink.net or 252-586-5711).   
 
We will be serving lunch, so we ask that anyone pla n-
ning let us know which days they will be there.  Th is is 
a big commitment, but such a worthwhile project.  
These sessions will result in the creation of a Reg ional 
Tourism Plan to promote the entire Lake Gaston area .   

Retirement Party Time! 
 

The Board of Directors held a surprise going away lunch 
for our retiring office assistant, Pat Jackson.  Board mem-
bers brought some pot luck dishes, and everyone en-
joyed the chance to wish Pat a wonderful second retire-
ment and welcome new employee, JaneTeasley.  (Check 
out the pictures below.) 
 
We aren’t going to let her get too far away, though.  
When she tried to turn in her keys, we told her that wasn’t 
allowed!  Pat has promised to come back and help us out 
whenever she is available. 

Jane Teasley Pat Jackson 
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2011 Board of Directors  
 

Brady Martin, President 
Crystal Cantrell, Past President 

Marcia Kerr, Vice President 
Mary Lou Kellogg, Secretary 

Becky Newton, Treasurer 
Michael Adcock 

Steve High 
Ann Charles Horne 

Doug Hughes 
Dick Roadcap 

Suzanne Pearce 
Dora Smith 

Mickey Smith 
 

Almira Papierniak - Executive Director 

MEMBER LUNCH 
 
Our next member lunch is Tuesday, January 25 at noon at the 
Ebony Fire Department.  Amanda Futrell, Fitness Manager for 
Key Fitness will do a talk on “Exercise is Medicine”, how pre-
scribed exercise can decrease or treat the prevalence of most 
chronic diseases, including hypertension, diabetes, coronary 
artery disease and obesity.  
 
We also have lots of new update for the Chamber, so make 
sure you join us if possible.  Please RSVP to 252-586-5711 or  
email lgcc@earthlink.net. 
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Woody Fowler Painting  A locally owned and operated busi-
ness with over 30 years experience in the Home Improve-
ment Industry.  Offering services not only pertaining to quality 
and/or restoration, floor replacements, and pressure wash-
ing.  Offering “Quality Work at Affordable Prices.”  All 
work is guaranteed and Estimates Are FREE.  Call Woody 
at 434-594-9304 or email woody_fowler@yahoo.com.  Web-
site www.agreatertown.com./post/106145. 

Orinoca, LLC, owned and operated by Sandra Towne, is 
an agribusiness located at 1204 Old St. Tammany Rd. in 
Bracey, VA.  Sandra raises farm finished beef and Asian 
grains for sale both directly to the consumer and also to 
stores and restaurants.  For more information you may 
call her at 434-729-3900 or email 
stowne@uclandmark.com. 

Clements Mayes Photography Is located at 300 
Brunswick Ave. in Emporia, VA.  They are both a 
photography studio and a custom frame shop.  Ac-
cording to their Facebook page, “Providing our cli-
ents with complete studio and location services, pro-
ducing fine photographic portraiture for family, high 
school seniors, bridal formals and regional busi-
ness.”  For more information call Clements or 
Stephanie Mayes at 434-634-5885 or 434-348-9499 
or email clements@mayesphoto.com.  Check out 
their Facebook page at Facebook.com/Mayesphoto. 

Key Fitness is a medically integrated fitness cente r soon 
to open in Roanoke Rapids, January 31st.  We are af fili-
ated with Northern Carolina Orthopedics and will pr ovide 
outpatient rehabilitation as well as fitness membership.  Key 
Fitness will offer month to month membership with profes-
sional staff, wellness programming, full locker rooms, hydro-
massage, strength and cardio equipment.  Working with the 
medical community we will waive enrollment if exercise is 
prescribed by a physician.  Come visit us January 22nd at our 
open house from 10am- 4pm and enter to win prizes and 
passes to Key Fitness.  “Adding Life to Your Years”.  171 NC 
Hwy 125 Roanoke Rapids or call 252-537-5639.   

Welcome to new State Farm agent in Roanoke Rap-
ids, Chris Canady.  Chris is a next generation Stat e 
Farm agent, taking the place of Fred Atkinson who 
recently retired.  State Farm offers many different  
services, including car, home, boat, business and l ife 
insurance.  They also offer financial planning such  as 
401K and other financial products.   They are a fed er-
ally chartered bank and provide both car and mort-
gage loans.  For more information visit Chris at 10 0 A 
Becker Dr., Roanoke Rapids, NC, or give him a call at 
252-537-2060.  You may also email 
chris@chriscanadysf.com or visit the website at 
www.chriscanadysf.com. 


