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      The Lake Gaston Chamber of Commerce & Visi-
tor’s Center is committed to promoting and advanc-
ing the industrial, commercial, civic, and general 
business  interests on Lake Gaston and its surround -
ing  States, Counties and Municipalities for the be ne-
fit of our  members and our community. 

Chamber News Updates 
 

It’s almost March and spring is just around the corner.  Hooray!  I am sure 
everyone is ready to say goodbye to winter and welcome warmer weather 
and visitors to Lake Gaston.  The Chamber has been busy all winter with 
projects that we hope will help grow our area and bring some positive eco-
nomic results.  During January, we hosted a two day session aimed at 
creating a regional tourism plan.   The Board of Directors and I are now 
reviewing and consolidating all the information to send back to Sandra 
Tanner.  Once we complete this phase she will put our plan together, and 
we will schedule a meeting with the entire group that attended the ses-
sions and move forward from there. 
 
Dues for 2011 are now due!  Please make sure you have paid 
your membership dues to be included in our 2011 Membership Directory, 
which will be printed and distributed throughout the entire area.  If you 
have a website, you should add the “Links” to your membership fee so 
people who visit the website can go directly to yours.  Over 35,000 people 
visit our website every year, so it’s a great  way to promote your business. 
 
The Lake Gaston Foundation is now official!  We recently 
received our 501 (c) 3 determination from the IRS, so plans are now in the 
making to apply for funds for our new building and an economic impact 
study of the Lake Gaston area.  We will also be able to receive tax deduc-
table donations and apply for grants from private foundations.   
 
Congratulations again!  Wood Re New in Bracey, VA was honored 
with multiple awards at the recent convention held in Orlando, FL on Janu-
ary 27th - 28th, 2011.  The Franchise Headquarters presented Wood Re 
New with several sales awards, but most importantly, they received the 
“Lance Gold Award” again. Lance was a franchisee who tragically lost his 
life to cancer in 2006. He exceeded customer expectations in every area, 
always set high expectations of himself, and was driven to be the best. 
This award is given to the franchise owner who demonstrates these same 
characteristics and shares Lance’s passionate work ethic. The “Lance 
Gold Award” is considered the highest honor given by the franchise head-
quarters.  
 
Our email specials are going strong—don’t forget to take a few minutes to 
let your fellow members know what is going on—sales, specials or just a 
reminder about your services.  Everyone does read these and they are 
free! 

MEMBER LUNCH 
 
Our February member lunch at the Ebony Fire 
Department featured speaker Barney Watson 
from RE/MAX, who passed out handouts and 
gave us some very interesting information on the 
real estate market at Lake Gaston.  Thank you 
Barney for a wonderful presentation! 
 
Our next member lunch will be Tuesday, March 
22.  Watch for more details on speaker and loca-
tion.  

We have a couple of email flyers included in 
this month’s newsletter—one from Auto Lane 
and one from First Media.  These flyers are 
available to our members for $25.00 and are 
included in the newsletter that is both emailed 
to our contact list and posted on the website 
for the current month.  Check them out and 
see if your business could benefit. 

Hard at work at our tourism session! 
Angie Kellet from Mecklenburg EDC and Chamber 
Board members Brady Martin and Suzanne Pearce. 



UPCOMING  CHAMBER EVENTS—Save the Dates! 
     
     March 22—Member lunch at noon. 
 March 29– Business After Hours at Riverside Mill 
   

UPCOMING MEMBER EVENTS 
   
Lakeland Theatre:   Into the Woods—
March 4, 5, 6.  The Green Mirror—March 
11, 12.  The Miracle Worker—March 24, 
25, 26, April 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 10.  For tickets 
or information call 252-586-3124 or 877-
330-0574. 

Meherrin River Arts Council:  Clint 
Black—March 19.  For tickets or informa-
tion call 434-634-6001 or visit www.mrac-
arts.com.  

OSail:  Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner.  
March 17.  Tickets available at Mary 
Sherwood and the Chamber office. 
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Here is a press release from VGCC on our joint February Business After Hours 
with Warren County:   
 

Culinary and musical arts featured at VGCC-Chamber event 
 
Cuisine prepared by Vance-Granville Community College students and music per-
formed by students and members of the community were the highlights of the first 
“Business & Music After Hours” event, presented by VGCC, the Chamber of Com-
merce of Warren County and the Lake Gaston Chamber of Commerce & Visitors Cen-
ter. Local residents and business leaders attended the event on Feb. 17 at the Warren 
County Armory Civic Center in Warrenton. 
 
The evening began as attendees enjoyed hors d'oeuvres prepared by VGCC’s Culinary 
Technology students. The menu included beef and mushroom vol-au-vents, bourbon 
chicken in filo cups, huevos rancheros with black bean salsa, marinated shrimp with 
guacamole and mixed pepper salsa, chicken salad in cucumber cups, barbecue shrimp 
on grilled grits and southwestern beef fajitas. While visitors’ taste buds were being de-
lighted by the students’ creations, their ears were treated to light jazz and contemporary 
selections performed by VGCC’s Music Performance Scholars. These students received 
the college’s Music Performance Scholarships for the 2010-2011 year, which gives 
them a chance to explore their passion for music and to perform for community func-
tions and college activities.  
During the “business” portion of the program, attendees were welcomed by Chamber of 
Commerce of Warren County president George A. Henderson, who is also the dean of 
VGCC’s Warren County Campus. Then, Jana L. Miller, Executive Director of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Warren County, and Almira Papierniak, Executive Director 
of the Lake Gaston Chamber of Commerce, discussed their respective organizations. 
Finally, VGCC President Randy Parker made remarks and brought forward the Vance-
Granville Community Band,  a combination of students and interested citizens under 
Michael Stephenson’s direction. Band members hail from all four counties of the col-
lege service area (Vance, Granville, Warren and Franklin) and beyond. The ensemble 
played traditional band marches as well as music from Broadway classics such as “West 
Side Story” by Leonard Bernstein and “The Phantom of the Opera” by Andrew Lloyd 
Webber. Stephenson praised the Armory Civic Center as a venue and expressed hope 
that the band could play there again in the future. He and last year’s group of VGCC 
music scholarship students performed at the grand opening of the facility in 2010. 
 
“This successful community cultural event was truly a team effort, and was made possi-
ble by the support of the Warren County Commissioners, both Chambers, and our spon-
sors,” President Parker said. “The delicious food and exquisite presentation by our Culi-
nary students and the terrific artistry of our featured musical guests made this an event 
that the people of Warren County will be talking about for a long time,” George Hen-
derson added.  
 
Other sponsors of the event included Century 21; CCB (Citizens Community Bank); 
Glen Raven, Inc.; Halifax Electric Membership Corporation; LakeGaston.com; Lake 
Gaston Gazette-Observer; Lake Gaston Pit Stop; Maria Parham Medical Center; Nation-
wide (O.L. Meek Insurance Agency); Progress Energy; RCS Construction; South Shore 
Realty; Lake Gaston Pit Stop; and The Warren Record. Individual donors who sup-
ported the event included Mary Catherine Harris; George Henderson; Jana Miller; Dr. 
and Mrs. Randy Parker; and Trish Peters, Lake O'The Woods. 
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2011 Board of Directors  
 

Brady Martin, President 
Crystal Cantrell, Past President 

Marcia Kerr, Vice President 
Mary Lou Kellogg, Secretary 

Becky Newton, Treasurer 
Michael Adcock 

Steve High 
Ann Charles Horne 

Doug Hughes 
Dick Roadcap 

Suzanne Pearce 
Dora Smith 

Mickey Smith 
 

Almira Papierniak - Executive Director 
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The Lake Gaston Ladies Club started thirty-plus years ago when a 
handful of ladies gathered in each other’s homes to share a dish for 
lunch.  And from that meager beginning LGLC has blossomed into a 
very active social club.  LGLC is truly a unique organization, encom-
passing two states and five counties with approximately 500 members 
in one club-there is non other quite like us in the USA!  Our monthly 
luncheon meetings are a wonderful place to renew old friendships and 
make new ones.  Usually on the 3rd Tuesday of the month from Sep-
tember through May, the meetings are held at various venues around 
the lake.  We begin with a social hour and a brief business meeting, 
and then enjoy a delicious catered lunch, complemented by an infor-
mation and/or entertaining program.  Members can spend more time 
with their new and old friends as a part of the 20-plus different activity 
groups that are offered.  Additional annual activities include Dinner 
Night Out, trips to exciting destinations, outreach projects, a memorial 
service in our beautiful Memorial Garden to honor those members who 
have passed away, and an ice cream party to wrap up the year in 
June.  Membership is open to any woman who owns and/or resides in 
an established Lake Gaston subdivision or individual property on the 
lake. 
 
For more information you may email president@lakegastonlc.org or 
check the website at www.lakegastonlc.org. 

Southern Comfort Heating & Cooling, LLC 
Started by Roy & Kendra Pierce. Roy has 13 
years in the HVAC business and has worked 
and helped build many companies around the 
lake. We serve the Lake Gaston area and 
Roanoke Rapids, Gaston, Henrico, Macon, 
Warrenton, Henderson, Norlina, Lawrence-
ville, South Hill, Emporia areas. Call and we 
will come to you. We offer Carrier heating & 
cooling equipment, Aprilaire and Ecobee ther-
mostats, geothermal heat pumps, Honeywell, 
Nutone packaged systems, and many more. 

24hr. Emergency Service available. 
 
For more information give them a call at 252-
586-2468 or email soco4u@centurylink.net. 

Hale Plumbing is located in Roanoke Rapids, 
NC and is owned and operated by Kenny Hale. 
Kenny is a life- long resident of the area and has 
been in business since 1975.  
HPI services Roanoke Rapids and the surround-
ing areas including Lake Gaston and Kerr Lake. 
Being licensed in both NC and VA; they special-
ize in residential and commercial construction; 
remodeling projects and frameless shower door 
installation. 
Please call on HPI for all of your plumbing 
needs.    

Southside Parts Company is an independent NAPA store that has 
been operating in South Hill, VA for the past 17 years and is now 
branching out to a new location at 2465 Eaton Ferry Road.  We are a 
wholesale/retail distributor of a full line of automotive parts and acces-
sories that include, but are not limited to marine, farm, garage, truckers 
and the weekend handyman. 
 
We look forward to serving the Lake Gaston Community.   
 
For more information call 252-586-6444 or email southside-
partsco@hotmail.com. 


