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Chamber Chronicles 
Monthly Newsletter  
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      The Lake Gaston Chamber of Commerce & Visitor’s 
Center is committed to promoting and advancing the in-
dustrial, commercial, civic, and general business  inter-
ests on Lake Gaston and its surrounding  States, Coun-
ties and Municipalities for the benefit of our  members and 
our community. 

MEMBER LUNCH 
 

No member lunch is scheduled for 
December due to the conflict with the 
Christmas holidays.   Our next lunch 
will be Tuesday, January 24.  More 
information to follow…. 
 

Chamber News 
 

As the end of  2011 approaches, we would like to remind everyone to 
continue to support our community and our fellow members by shopping 
locally and helping each other to grow and prosper.  We look forward to 
working with you throughout the upcoming year to create a stronger 
economy and more services and amenities for the residents Lake Gas-
ton. 
 
Our Regional Tourism plan is a major focus of 2012.  A steering commit-
tee was established at the last meeting, and they will begin in January to 
move forward with implementation of the plan.   Sandra Tanner will be 
getting us information on how one area established their regional plan 
and putting us in contact with them so we can learn from their experi-
ence. 
 
The Board of Directors annual retreat is scheduled for Thursday, January 
12.  Here they will set up the agenda for Chamber activities and services 
for the upcoming year.  Anyone with any ideas or suggestions should 
contact the chamber so we can include that on our agenda. 
 
The new chamber building should be completed in the next few months, 
and the sale of our current property will be final by the end of May.  We 
will still hold the Battle of the Barbecue at our present location this year, 
so mark your calendars for Saturday, May 26 and be ready for some 
great food and fun.   And if you have any extra office furniture or equip-
ment, display units or kitchen supplies please consider donating them to 
the Lake Gaston Foundation for the Chamber.  These donations would 
be tax deductable.  Our wish list specifically includes computers, a copy 
machine, small kitchen table & chairs, microwave, and shelving units as 
well as other general office supplies. 
 
Anyone interested in hosting a Business After Hours next year???  If so, 
give us a call soon to set up a date.  This past year we had 11, so they 
fill up quickly.   Lunch speakers are also needed, so we welcome your 
suggestions or invite you to volunteer as a speaker for one of our lunch-
eons next year. 
 
Wishing everyone a safe and joyous Christmas and New Years. 
 
Almira 
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2012 Board of Directors  
 

Brady Martin, President 
Crystal Cantrell, Past President 

Marcia Kerr, Vice President 
Mary Lou Kellogg, Secretary 

Becky Newton, Treasurer 
Steve High 

Ann Charles Horne 
Doug Hughes 
Bill Owens 

Dick Roadcap 
Suzanne Pearce 

Dora Smith 
Mickey Smith 

 

Almira Papierniak - Executive Director 
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UPCOMING MEMBER EVENTS 
   
Lakeland Theatre:   Lakeland Singers Christmas Concert.  
December 17.  For  tickets or information call 252-586-
3124 or 877-330-0574. 

Colonial Theatre:  Parkview High School Band Con-
cert.  December 20. For tickets or information call  434-
262-4170. 

Key Fitness:  Polar Bear Plunge.  December 17.  For  
information call 252-537-5639. 

The Pointe Restaurant:  New Year’s Eve Party, Decem -
ber 31.  For more information call 252-586-0466. 

Lake Gaston Rendezvous Restaurant at The Club:  
New Year’s Eve Party.  December 31.  For reservatio ns 
call 434-577-2193. 

UPCOMING  CHAMBER EVENTS 
     
 January 24, 2012—Member lunch at noon. 

EVENTS 
 

Fall has been a busy season here at the lake.  We 
have held several Business After Hours—at CCB in 
Gasburg, at The Pointe, and at Rosemont Winery.  
Thank you to our hosts and caterers for these won-
derful events.  We would also like to thank our 
sponsors Our Platinum Sponsor:  RCS Construc-
tion; Our Gold Sponsors:  CCB (Citizens Commu-
nity Bank), Pit Stop Lake Gaston, South Shore Re-
alty;  Our Sponsors included:  Ace Hardware, Am-
soil Direct Jobber/American Synthetics, Askew Fu-
neral and Crematory Services, Benchmark Commu-
nity Bank, Carter Construction, Catering 2 U, Cold-
well Banker Advantage, Crowder-Hite-Crews Fu-
neral Home & Crematory, Lake Gaston Sunrooms 
& Spas,  RE/MAX on the Lake, Virtually Yours...at 
the Lake, Whitman Properties, Wood Re New of 
Lake Country.   
 
We also held our annual banquet in November, one 
of the premier events of the year.  Congratulations 
to our elected Board members.  Re-elected for 
three year terms were Brady Martin, Marcia Kerr 
and Dick Roadcap.  And welcome to Bill Owens 
from Ace Hardware, our newest Board member.  
We look forward to working with our Board of Direc-
tors in 2012 and beyond. 

Gold Member—CCB.  Left to right:  Vin Montgomery, 
Brady Martin, Nancy Bulluck, Wes Sheperd 

Gold Member—Lake Gaston Pit Stop.  Left to right:  
Brady Martin, Cheri & Jeff Stallings 

Platinum Member & Winner of the Member of the Year 
Award:  RCS Construction.  Left to right:  Brady Martin, 

Mike & Dora Smith. 



LAKE GASTON AWNING WINS INTERNATIONAL 
AWARD! 

 
Lake Gaston Awning, Bracey, VA, was recognized with the 
2011 International Achievement Award (IAA) for design 
excellence in specialty fabrics applications. The ceremony 
took place at the IFAI Expo Americas 2011 at the Baltimore 
Convention Center in Baltimore, Md. on October 25.  
 
Lake Gaston Awning received an Outstanding Achieve-
ment  Award  for its Flip-Up  Dock Shade  project. The project 
was recognized in the competition’s Exterior Shades and 
Screens category.  
 
The annual IFAI Expo Americas is the largest specialty 
fabrics trade show in the Americas, and for more than six 
decades, IAA has recognized excellence in design and 
innovation, highlighting truly spectacular work in the specialty 
fabrics industry.  
  
Entrants were encouraged to submit projects and compete in 
35 categories in this 64th competition. In all, IFAI received 385 
entries from 16 countries. Entries were judged by industry 
experts, editors, architects, educators and design profession-
als, who were selected for their knowledge in a particular field 
of study or product area. Winners were selected based on 
complexity, design, workmanship, uniqueness and function. 
 
IFAI encourages specialty fabric projects of all sizes and type. 
The goal of IAA is to promote awareness of the specialty fab-
rics used in thousands of products and applications. All en-
tries receive prominent recognition at IFAI Expo Americas. 
Entrants receive additional publicity through coverage in IFAI 
magazines, as well as press releases distributed to media 
professionals.   
 
The International Achievement Awards competition is spon-
sored by IFAI, a not-for-profit trade association whose 2,000 
member companies represent the international specialty fab-
rics marketplace.  
Photos and detailed project descriptions of the winners are 
available at ifaipublications.com/iaa/. 
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VaTICCo. offers telecommunication services for both residential and business customers.  They cover any-
thing to do with telephones, lines, cable (aerial & buried.)  Phone Systems, Lucent/Avaya.  Patch Panels 
CAT 5 & 6 computer lines, CATV, Surround Sound Systems.   
 
For more information contact Chip King at 252-586-6000 or email chipking@centurylink.net.  And be sure 
to check out the website at www.VaTICCo.com. 

Business After Hours at The Pointe 

Ready for the crowd at Rosemont Winery 

Ken Bulluck from Catering 2 U catered CCB’s Busi-
ness After Hours 


